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rocked and shuddered* The Buddha swayed backward and
forward and the head severed at the neck fell with a splash into
the pool below.. The trunk regained its balance and its seat.

Then I realized it was time to go and I joined the stream of
guests and servants that were pouring out into the gardens. As
I passed through the hotel door a heavy electric lamp fell with its
tall iron standard crashing to the ground. No one in the hotel
was injured but in the country round there were many killed and
wounded. It was the worst earthquake experienced in Japan
since 1923, when Tokyo, the Capital, ceased to exist.

Oh, why had I sung in my bath ? Anyhow it was evidently
time to move on and I determined to sail to islands where there
were no wars, no earthquakes and no newspapers and no stone
Buddhas and where the currency was cowries and bananas.
When there is depreciation you wear the one and you eat the
other ; a very simple process of conversion.